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agricultural labourers in the Great North is also likely to have
been partly due to the opportunities, especially in the Punjab,
of extensive cultivation by bringing more land under the plough
and of intensive cultivation by the development of a vast network
of canals as well as due to an alternative outlet of employment
in service of the British Indian army, nearly half of which was
recruited from the Punjab.37
Thus, the transferability of a peasant's soil and his consequent
dispossession and the rate of disintegration of the older form of
agrarian society make it possible, only in broad outline, to under-
stand the rapid increase in the class of agricultural labourers in
India as a whole as well as in its various regions.
IV
Now, we shall proceed to examine the types of agricultural labourers.
For the purpose of understanding better the ladder of social rela-
tionships, four major types, with considerable overlapping which is
inevitable in a dynamic society, may be found to have evolved :
(1) bonded or semi-free labourers; (2) dwarf-holding labourers,
who, owing to insufficiency of income from their major occupations
such as cultivation or handicrafts, are forced to resort to part-time
agricultural labour as a subsidiary occupation ; (3) under-employed
labourers, whose only occupation is agricultural labour, but who
are unable to find full-time employment; and (4) full-time "free"
wage labourers.
At the lowest step of the ladder stand the semi-free or bonded
labourers. The dwarf-holding labourers on the second step occupy
the position to which bonded labourers, through acquiring a strip
of land to cultivate as tenants, try to rise, or to which persons from
other occupations "sink" on account of the ruin of their once full-
time occupation. This second step is thus either a point of "eleva-
tion" from the lowest stage or a poinf where outsiders enter the class
of agricultural labourers, thus constituting a reserve for the third
or the fourth types. If their tenuous hold over their old occupations
is weakened further, they "rise" to the third step where agricultural
" Report of the Bengal Land Revenue Commission (1938) mentions that
aearfy one and a quarter crore of Rupees were obtained by the Punjabis in
the form of military pensions alone, p.93.

